
#FREELAB: THE LABORATORY OF FREEDOM

Two middle-aged people – Petros and Natalia. 
And their two dogs. And a bulletproof idea.

We lived in Warsaw and ran a  small  internet 
company. We’ve been hit by the crisis, just like 
others. It hit us so badly that we went totally 
bankrupt.  As  bankrupts  we  started  looking 
around, searching for ideas, what to do next.

Suddenly it turned out that lots of people live 
“outside  the  system”.  They  manage  without 
credit  cards  and  without  credits.  They  help 
each other and share their work. They create 
cooperatives.

There’s a whole big zone where you can find 
your place when the system spits you out. This 
is  what  has  inspired  us.  This  is  where  we’re 
heading  to.  We  don’t  want  to  reintegrate 
within the system. We are free and want to use 
our restored freedom for creating.

Thus, we’ve founded #FreeLab. It’s a sort of a 
hackerspace  but  intended  to  “serve” 
alternative groups.  We  want  to  create  space 
where people can meet,  learn new roles and 
get new (mostly technical) skills.  We’re going 
to  share  what  we’ve  learned  with  everyone 
who’s interested in common issues.

#FREELAB: THE PLACE

We already have a place where we can make 
our idea come to existence. Our host. Adam U., 
near Kluczbork in Opolskie district, owns 15 ha 
of land, a pond and some ruins of a old German 
farm.  He  wants  to  create  a  centre  for 
ecological education there.

The  place  is  tough.  In  order  of  intensity  we 
have: earth, wind, water (fortunately there’s a 
water-pipe),  ruined or  unfinished buildings,  a 
lot of biomass and rubble.

In order of importance we don’t have: current, 
internet,  heating,  sewerage,  dustbins,  any 
normal  place  to  live  in,  shops,  pubs,  nosy 

neighbors,  police  and  the  rest  of  society.  A 
part of this we’re going to get for ourselves, 
the rest – no way.

Adam  leads  a  traditional  ecological  farm, 
based on patterns used by former generations. 
We have set the rules for our cooperation.

 We’re going to live at his place in exchange for 
helping him revitalize the farm. He’re going to 
move  in  by  the  end  of  April.  Adam  is 
renovating  the  buildings  and  we’re  helping 
with  physical  work  and  we  have  created 
infrastructure for worhsops. 

We have to provide for ourselves. That is why 
we’re  urgently  looking  for  a  job  in  the 
neighborhood  and  online!  We  can  make 
FreeLab projects and organize workshops – as 
a salary we will accept a place to sleep (a tent 
field would do) and some help with organizing 
our  space  (for  example  there’s  a  hell  lot  of 
work  with  cleaning  and  lots  of  wood  and 
rubble to restore). 

We  will  also  host  some  volunteers,  those 
who  want  to  run  their  own  workshops,  as 
well as those who would like to help us build 
#FreeLab. 

#FREELAB: THE MANIFESTO

BECAUSE:
    WE BELIEVE that the current crisis in Europe 
will be getting worse, dramatically dividing 
people, the rich from the poor, the privileged 
from the excluded, the rulers from the ruled 
ones.
    WE BELIEVE that the so called ‘middle class’ 
will retain only a few of its privileges, a vast 
majority will join the ranks of the excluded.
    WE BELIEVE that the political class, despite its 
official claims, is neither willing nor able to 
reverse the process, but rather amplifies it to 
protect its own privileges and political survival.
    WE ARE OUTRAGED!

WE DECIDED TO:
    SET UP A FACILITY to gather, verify and share 
knowledge and skills needed for free social 
self-organisation.
    FOCUS ON A PRACTICAL, technological 
approach, including soft skills, while staying 
away from all conflicts, be it ideological, 
personal or otherwise.
    GET INVOLVED FULL TIME, as a community, in 
supporting individuals and groups aiming to 
leave the social decomposition zone, and to 
adopt a freedom-oriented lifestyle.
    CO-CREATE AN INTENTIONAL COMMUNITy as a 
testbed for the solutions we want to research.

   
 Thus, we created FreeLab.

The Laboratory of Freedom

IF YOU:
    SHARE OUR VIEW of the current situation.
    AGREE, THAT INTENTIONAL COMMUNITIES are 
the best way to cope with the current crisis.
    CAN SUPPORT US with your knowledge, 
contacts, work, gifts or donations.
    WANT TO PARTICIPATE in our workshops or to 
use the knowledge we gather.

JUST JOIN US!

NATALIA&PETROS

Support us!

If you wish to support #FreeLab, you may:

Help us to solve one of numerous technical 
issues (current list: see our website)

Give us some equipment (also see the list 
online)

Make a gift of couple Bitcoins: 
1H75bejQsrzPujBNxR69fJYkSJ2WPR2P1r

Come and join us for some time.

Spread the word!



#FREELAB: SOCIAL CONTRACT

The #FreeLab community, its guests (including 
the organizers and participants of workshops), 
coming to #FreeLab accede to the following 
minimum social contract.

THE MISSION  OF #FREELAB is to collect, codify 
and disseminate knowledge and skills that will 
allow people to organize themselves in a free, 
self-governing structure, and to live without 
depending on a hierarchical system. We 
believe that this is the right of everybody 
without exception. We shall support their 
needs by our work in #FreeLab.

WE DO NOT FORGET ABOUT POLITICAL, CULTURAL 
AND OTHER DIFFERENCES. However, at the time 
of working together we put all animosities 
aside, or at least we try to. Respect for 
trustworthy colleague, reliable coworker, we 
consider more important, than our dislike for 
his views, habits, or prejudices.

WE ARE WORKING OUT RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN OUR 
TEAM (understood broadly – with the guests) in 
the spirit of consensus-driven, cooperative 
community. Only when we achieve this, we can 
teach it to others.

OWNER OF THE “ROSALIE” FARM INVITED US TO HIS 
LAND. While he does not share all our views, he 
shares some of our goals. He appreciates the 
validity of our goals and our work. We 
appreciate it and show respect and courtesy in 
return.

#FREELAB IS A NON-INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE, 
based only on voluntary cooperation. 
Therefore, we are sensitive to anything that 
might jeopardize good relations with the local 
community and our host.

PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE COLLECTIVE ARE 
TOTALLY COMMITTED to the #FreeLab activity. At 
the same time – after we left the place – they 
will face the consequences (both good and 
bad) of our words, actions and omissions. We 

are aware of it and try to leave a good 
impression. In all situations of conflict or 
doubt, we turn to the permanent members of 
the collective for help or mediation.

ILLEGAL DRUGS ARE ENTIRELY BANNED in 
#FreeLab. You do not play with fire in a 
powder mill.

LEGAL DRUGS CHANGING PERCEPTION (ALCOHOL, 
LEGAL PSYCHOACTIVES) are a private matter of 
each person, outside of space and time 
devoted to work with dangerous tools 
(machines, blades, fire, etc.). You start working, 
being sober in every aspect, or you make a 
break.

WE SMOKE TOBACCO ONLY IN DESIGNATED AREAS, 
during the break of the work and other 
activities.

WE EAT VEGAN, WITH OPTIONAL VEGETARIAN ADD-
ONS.

FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT THEY MUST EAT 
MEAT, there is a separate zone, where they can 
prepare it themselves. Meat products are 
provided by anyone interested on their own. 
Fishes – upon our host’s approval – to be 
caught, killed, and prepared on your own.

PEOPLE WITH FOOD ALLERGIES shall inform the 
members of the collective in advance. Efforts 
will be made to provide them with an 
appropriate diet.

EACH MEMBER OF THE COLLECTIVE AND EVERY 
GUEST OF #FREELAB SPENDS ONE HOUR PER DAY, 
working effectively for the benefit of the 
place. Type of the work is determined 
consensus-based way by those concerned, 
considering the needs of #FreeLab, the farm, 
and abilities of people involved.

FREE COMMUNITIES NEED FREE 
TECHNOLOGIES.

AND VICE VERSA.

#FREELAB

THE LABORATORY OF 
FREEDOM

  FREE COMMUNITIES

+ FREE TECHNOLOGIES   

= F.R.E.E.D.O.M

Folwark Rozalia (Rosalienhof)
46-250 Komorzno, Poland

Opole voivodship
http://freelabeng.wordpress.com

freelab@riseup.net
GSM +48796637920 (Petros)

mailto:freelab@riseup.net
http://freelabeng.wordpress.com/

